3270                STATUTES AT LARGE                      [RUmLs
RULES AND REGULATIONs-1962
in such order such provision for reimbursement of the actual and necessary
expenses incurred in connection with the proceedings as shall appear just
and proper.
31. Investigation at Instance of Chairman; Procedure Thereunder.
(a) Whenever, from sources deemed by him reliable, the chairman of
the Commission learns of an attorney (who is licensed to practice in South
Carolina) engaging in practices in violation of his duty as such attorney,
and the Chairman comes to the conclusion that an investigation should
be made, he shall designate one member of the Commission to act as an
investigator. The member so designated shall investigate these reported
violations of duty, and for this purpose he may call to his assistance such
public investigating agencies as he may think proper. After making such
investigation, should the investigator come to the conclusion that a com-
plaint (as described in the Section 7 hereof) should be made against the
attorney investigated, he shall file such in his official capacity and be
responsible for the prosecution thereof to a conclusion.
(b) When a member of the Commission shall have been selected to in-
vestigate the conduct of a particular member of the bar, he shall thereafter
be disqualified to act as a member of the Commission insofar as such
conduct of said member of the bar is concerned, otherwise than as such
investigator and prosecutor as above set out.
32. Rule to be Liberally Construed.
The process and procedure under this rule shall be as summary as
reasonably may be. Amendments to any complaint, notice, answer, objec-
tion, return, report or order may be made at any time prior to final order
of the court. Any party affected by such amendment shall be given reason-
able opportunity to meet any new matter presented thereby. No investiga-
tion or procedure shall be held to be invalid by reason of any non-
prejudicial irregularity or for any error not resulting in a miscarriage of
justice. This rule shall be liberally construed for the protection of the pub-
lic, the courts, and the legal profession, and shall apply to all pending com-
plaints and investigations so far as may be practicable, and to all future
complaints, investigations and petitions whether the conduct involved
occurred prior or subsequent to the effective date of this rule. To the
extent that application of this rule to such pending proceedings may not
be practicable, the procedure in force at the time this rule became effective
shall continue to apply.
Every communication, whether oral or written, made by or on behalf
of any complainant to the Board of Commissioners or any hearing panel
or member thereof, pursuant to this Rule, whether by way of complaint or
testimony, shall be privileged; and no action or proceeding, civil or
criminal, shall lie against any such person, firm or corporation by or on
ivhose behalf such communication shall have been made, by reason
thereof.
33. The Board of Commissioners is empowered to adopt rules and
regulations not inconsistent with this rule.


